Running head: BINARY ASSUMPTIONS                                                                                     1

BINARY ASSUMPTIONS                                                                                                             2







Binary Assumptions
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation








Introduction
A lot of factors and forces influence the decisions and choices that people make in society. For instance, poverty has been proven to be hurting people’s ability to make important decisions about should, life, and finances, hence leading to the reduction of IQ due to the mental burden caused. However, most people have been having many believes and assumptions concerning the poor and the social class in general. Therefore, this paper aims at discussing how the readings have helped to challenge some of the premises and binaries that we make concerning the public class system and the poor specifically. The party whose interests are served when we embrace binary thinking is also identified in the paper. 
How the reading has helped challenge some of the binary assumptions we make concerning the class system in general, specifically the poor
After a critical analysis of the readings, I have discovered that we assume and neglect the actual facts concerning the social class system by seeing things in a binary sense. For instance, the reading shows that despite poverty affecting the type of decisions we make, virtues like self-control and patience also affect decision making, as shown in the ubiquitous Marshmallow study (Thompson, 2013).However, people have always assumed that it's the poor people that make bad decisions, yet it is the context in which the poor people inhabit that affects their ability to make the right decisions.  
Furthermore, many people have also neglected the political factors that affect living conditions and, ultimately, decision making. The government is responsible for providing certain services to all the citizens, including the vulnerable ones, such as the ones living in poverty through subsidies (Thompson, 2013).Unfortunately, the citizens, especially the poor, pay a lot of taxes to the government for them to get access to certain government-sponsored services. Still, they end up being exploited and not given what they fully deserve. For example, what the government charges the citizens for subsidies such as water electricity and transport is not the exact amount that is spent on the subsidies. Therefore, poor people should not only be blamed for poor decision making, but the poverty imposed on them.
The party whose interests are served when we embrace binary thinking
When we welcome binary thinking in the issue of the social class system, the interests of the rich will be served at the expense of the poor. The poor people in society will always be neglected in the community with the plea that they are not in an excellent position to make meaningful and essential decisions(Grunwald,2012).Furthermore, the rich in government positions will take advantage of the poor people by not adequately providing them with what they deserve like water, transport, and electricity subsidies. These assumptions also put the rich in a position to effectively and efficiently plan for their short term and long term goals and plan while poor only have short term plans.
Conclusion
In conclusion, having a binary assumption on the class system affects the poor more negatively than it does to the rich. Therefore, everyone needs to attribute the failures of the black people to the conditions in which these people are in rather than the people themselves. Lastly, the government should also ensure that the living standard of poor people is raised by sufficiently providing support through services such as subsidization and equalization funds.
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